[image: image1.png]GRASSI
YIES S0 FUR ANGEWANDTE KUNST




04103 Leipzig, Johannisplatz 5-11, Tel.: 0341/ 22 29 100, 

www.grassimuseum.de, grassimuseum@leipzig.de

Press Release

The Legendary Josef-Albers Windows in Grassi Museum, Leipzig reconstructed

The reconstruction of the Josef-Albers Windows has now been completed and the Grassi Museum of Leipzig richer in one more attraction. For the first time ever, visitors will now be able to experience the complete work of glass windows designed in 1926 by the Bauhaus Master Josef Albers. Completion of the reconstruction work will be followed in the weeks ahead, by painting works as well as works on the handrails.  

The opening of the Josef-Albers Windows to the public is planned for December 04, 2011 – precisely 85 years after the placement of order for the windows and 68 years after they were destroyed.

Among the projects (subject to construction site requirements) executed by the Bauhaus Artist Josef Albers (1888 to 1976), the windows measuring up to seven meters in height enjoys a central and meaningful role in the main staircase of Leipzig’s Grassi Museum. 

The total of 18 windows makes up the largest of the flat glass work of any artist of the Bauhaus era of Dessau. Designed in 1926, manufactured and installed in 1927, they were destroyed through the impact of bombs during the Second World War (1943). The designed windows were replaced by simple glasses after the war. 

The renowned glass painting company of Berlin Puhl & Wagner, G. Heinersdorff had the duty in the year 1927, of executing and realizing the windows designed by Josef Albers. The reconstruction of the strict geometrical composition in its most minute details was made possible by the company’s archive within the Berlin Gallery. Moreover, the build-up and further treatment of the glasses could be clarified in a precise manner through continuative analyses. One outstanding symbol is the hand-blown double flashed glass. It comprises one clear bearing glass with a white opaque flashed glass and a green-yellowish coloured flashed glass. Amongst others, this double flashed glass is such that some sections of it appear dark when viewed from the inside and bright when viewed from the outside. The glass is accentuated through the black brazing solder that was applied extensively and the silver-yellow as well as horizontal and linear cuts.

The creation of the pattern that was realized through extensive research efforts and the subsequent execution of the 18 windows lay squarely in the hands of the glass painting enterprise Peters of Paderborn which enjoys a traditional streak of successes in the field. Christine Triebsch, Professor of Painting/Glass at the Art Institute of Burg Giebichstein in Halle, devoted herself to artistic Guidance and Supervision. 

The reconstruction of the windows was made possible by the extraordinary commitment of the East German Thrift Foundation and the Thrift Institution of Leipzig, which used the avenue to reiterate its promotion of the restoration of the arc hall and other cooperation with the GRASSI Museum of Applied Art. 

The East German Thrift Foundation is the combined work of all the Thrift Institutions of Saxony, Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Saxony-Anhalt. Since its inception in the year 1995, the foundation has – together in cooperation with local Thrift Institutions – supported over 1,380 projects with a total fund of about EUR 45.6 million. Of this, the overall sum of EUR 18.6 million was made available for 535 projects in the Free State of Saxony alone. The funds required for the projects are raised from proceeds of the Foundation's assets, super-regional operating revenue of the Thrift lottery “PS-Lotterie- Sparen” and additional project-related donations of the Thrift Institutions. The “Sparkassen organisation” (Thrift Organisation) thus underscores its role as the largest non-governmental culture-promoting instance in Germany.
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